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March 31, 2022 

PROJECTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023  

(May 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023) 

 
Citizens of the Village of Heyworth: 

 

 Over the years, the Village has reported on various items, projects and events of note that were either 

underway or anticipated.  This upcoming fiscal year, Fiscal Year 2023 (May 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023), is a year 

when many of the previous projects planned for and reported on are going to get completed, and we want to take 

this opportunity to inform you of the various projects, the impacts likely caused, and the timing of those impacts. 

 

“2020 WATER MAIN PROJECT” 

 

One of the biggest and likely most impactful projects the Village will complete this year, which has been 

planned for nearly a decade, is the “2020 Water Main Project”.  This project is going to install nearly 11,700 feet of 

water main to replace all remaining water mains from the 1930s and 1950s.  These older mains are located in the 

older parts of town, particularly the areas built prior to the 1970s.  Although construction has not yet began, it is 

referred to as the 2020 Water Main Project because the Village initiated part of the process for the project in year 

2020, such as submitting paperwork to fund much of the project through an Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency (“IEPA”) revolving loan fund that is generally 1% below market rate.  This likely over $2,000,000 project 

is also intended to be funded through water capital funds the Village has been reserving for this project, some tax-

increment financing (“TIF”) and business development district (“BDD”) funds, and repayment of the IEPA loan 

through debt service charges.  Installation of the mains will likely begin in June starting with Karr Street, and the 

installations should be completed by the end of this year.  Some disruptions you may experience will include road 

closures, traffic control, rights-of-way being disturbed (roads, sidewalks, and grass areas), and temporary loss of 

water service when water transfers from the old mains to the new mains occur (notices will be provided prior to this 

step).  For roads that will be significantly impacted by this installation, the Village has also been reserving Motor 

Fuel Tax (“MFT”) dollars to repave these roads after the water main installations as well as replace sidewalks and 

intersections.  Based on current projections, the Village does not anticipate raising rates to fund this project. 

 

“2022 KARR STREET PROJECT” 

 

 Another major project previously reported on and planned on for years is the “2022 Karr Street Project”.  

This project will reconstruct or tear up all of Karr Street, and parts of Clarke and Prairie Streets.  The Village 

intends to regrade these roads to improve drainage and for smoother travel, install storm sewer and gutters to also 

improve drainage (including the installation of storm sewer on the north side of Thomas Drive), replace the water 

mains, and install sidewalk on the west side of Karr Street.  Impacts again include potential temporary road 

closures, traffic control, and rights-of-way being disturbed.  This likely over $1,000,000 project is intended to be 

funded primarily from TIF funds that the Village has been reserving for over 5 years, a grant recently provided by 

McLean County, and funds provided from the Federal American Rescue Plan.  This project will likely begin in 

June with the installation of water mains and should be completed before winter.    
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“2022 ARROWHEAD DRAINAGE PROJECT” 

 

 One of the biggest challenges the Village faces in its municipal operations for utilities and infrastructure is 

drainage.  Last year, we saw unprecedented recorded rainfall with a 500-year rain event in June, and a 1,000-year 

rain event in July (meaning the amount of rain received in the timeframe received should only be occurring once 

every 500 years or 1,000 years, but they happened within one month of each other).  Additionally, in the last 5 

years, the Village has also had two other 100-year rain events, thus we’ve experienced 4 100-year rain events or 

worse in the last 5 years.  These rain events have led to massive flooding, damage to homes, and caused damage to 

our infrastructure, particularly our 1960s and 1970s sanitary sewer system due to water infiltration, our roads and 

Centennial Park.  Because of the frequency of these rain events and the impacts they have and are causing, the 

Village has made this a top priority with recent projects and future planning.  As reported in the September 2021 

water bill insert (on the Village’s website), the Village has completed many drainage projects since 2015, and have 

several more planned including three larger ones this year and two more in the next two years.  One such project is 

the “2022 Arrowhead Drainage Project”.  This project will install upsized storm sewer from west of Kickapoo 

Street to the west side of Arrowhead Street and discharge to waterway south of North Street.  Impacts include 

traffic control along Kickapoo, Arrowhead, and North Streets, and grass right-of-way areas being torn up.  This 

project is being funded by American Rescue Plan funds and will likely begin in April and completed in or before 

June. 

 

“2022 SANITARY SEWER INFILITRATION PROJECT” 

 

 As previously reported, drainage impacts and water infiltration into the Village’s sanitary sewer system has 

and will continue to cause major impacts to municipal operations and some residents.  Due to the level of 

infiltration, the Village is experiencing many impacts including sewer mains failing quicker, sewer pumps are 

working harder and using more electricity, and floor drains in some homes are experiencing back-ups because of 

the volume of water in the system.  The Village is currently televising its system to try to locate problem areas and 

will focus repair and replacement efforts at the worst areas first, and then continue to perform improvements until 

the infiltration problem is no longer causing noticeable impacts.  It is anticipated that this project will take many 

years to complete, with repairs already underway and more anticipated this year.  It is anticipated that this process 

and project will be over $500,000 to complete, with over $200,000 anticipated in FY 2023 paid from the Sewer 

Capital Fund and American Rescue Plan funds.  Unfortunately, the level of impact and failure of the system has 

rapidly evolved, and funds had not been reserved or planned for to the extent needed.  To address this funding need, 

the Village intends to raise the Sewer Capital rates by $2.00 per month starting with your June water bills to help 

fund this project.   

 

“2022 WAVELAND AVENUE PROJECT” 

 

 Waveland Avenue, previously known as 1400 East Road, will be partially reconstructed this fiscal year 

utilizing TIF funds.  Likely impacts include road closures and traffic control.  This project is intended to begin in 

July and will be completed before winter. 

 

“2022 MAIN STREET PARKING LOT PROJECT” 

 

 The Village intends to install another parking lot, very similar to the Volunteer Park Parking Lot near the 

Heyworth Public Library, at the northwest corner of the Main Street and Willis Street intersection to improve 

parking in the downtown area.  This project is intended to be funded through TIF and BDD funds and will likely 

begin in June and be completed by winter. 

 

We have many other projects planned over the next five years to continue to improve our community.  Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation and patience during these major construction projects! 

 

         Respectfully yours, 

 

         Geoff Dodds 

         Village Administrator 


